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and had experience of municipal affairs, the electors
did not find it easy to believe in his honesty, where-
as Joseph Lacrisse was dazzling in his innocence.

Lacrisse was young, brisk, and had a soldierly
appearance. Raimondin was short and stout, and
wore spectacles. This difference was remarked
upon at a moment when Nationalism, had breathed
into municipal elections some of the enthusiasm
and poetry which are inseparable from it, together
with an ideal of beauty perceptible to the small
shopkeeper.

Joseph Lacrisse was totally ignorant of all
questions concerning civic affairs, even to the
attributions of municipal councils. This ignorance
was useful to him. His eloquence was thereby
the freer and more stirring. Anselme Raimondin,
on the contrary, lost himself in the mazes of detail,
He was accustomed to the use of business ex*
pressions, and to technical discussions; he had a
love of figures, and a passion for documents, and
although he knew his public he laboured under
certain illusions with regard to the intelligence of
the electors who had nominated him.' He had a
certain amount of respect for them; he dared not
lie too grossly, and did his best to enter into ex-
planations. All this made him appear cold, obscure
and tedious.

He was no simpleton.   He knew where lay his